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“Each of us is a masterpiece of God’s creation.
Be joyful witnesses of His love, courageous witnesses of His Gospel,

carrying to this world a ray of His light.”
~Pope Francis

Dear Parents,

October is Respect Life Month.  By opening our hearts to His love and mercy, we allow Christ 
to dwell in us and we see more deeply the unique beauty of each individual.  Pope Francis 
challenges each of us to live a life of service and compassion. He asks us to see the goodness in 
others and to show the same love that Jesus showed.  Every life, from the youngest to the oldest, 
is sacred and a gift from God.

We all have an impact on everyone with whom we come in contact.  The impact may be great or 
small.  The very way we choose to live our life has an effect on those around us.  Each of us can 
make our work a gift to the world.  The opportunity is right before us.

"What we do is nothing but a drop in the ocean; but if we didn't do it,
 the ocean would be one drop less." ~Mother Teresa

Social justice issues are a part of our religious instruction at Notre Dame Elementary.  Through 
our classroom lessons and liturgical celebrations, children are reminded of the importance of 
life.  They are reminded to respect the life and dignity of each person, the call to family and 
community, the rights and responsibilities of Christians, the importance of offering service to 
the poor and vulnerable, and taking care of God’s creation and the environment.

As we reflect on the value of life, it is also important for us to express our care and respect for 
our children.  Our children are unique individuals, with unique talents and gifts that should 
be encouraged and celebrated.  We must model to our children the sacredness of human life.  
They need to see us being honest and respectful with other people.  Modeling respect includes 
complementing our children and trusting them, being fair to them, keeping promises, paying 
attention when they have something to share, valuing their thoughts and opinions, helping them 
set and achieve personal goals and showing love, forgiveness and acceptance.  

May the love of Christ surround us and guide us as we journey together.
Yours in education,
Barbara Doering



Preschool
3 Year Old Class

Mrs. Allison Love ~ Miss Kristy Kolschetzky

All Day Afternoon Class  
Miss Kelly Jones 

Pre-K  Class
Ms. Carla Kelly ~ Mrs. Jennifer Hanna

Kindergarten
Mrs.  Jennifer Wachob  ~ Mrs. Elizabeth Looman 

Building Blocks ~ Building Futures

Apple Day Hay Wagon Ride
In September, we enjoyed the Apple Day hay wagon ride through 
the apple orchards on the Education Center campus.  Afterward, 
the students enjoyed an apple and cider snack.
 
Munson Fire Department Visits
September also brought our annual visit from the Munson Fire 
Department.  Our firefighter friends explained about fire safety 
and fire equipment.  Each child had a chance to climb aboard a 
fire truck and an ambulance!

Pumpkin Patch “Pickins”
After planting seeds last May as students in our three-year-old 
class, our pre-k students picked pumpkins from the preschool 
pumpkin patch.  They had fun recording the height, weight and 
circumference in a special “pumpkin report.”

Fall Color Tour and Colin Boland Memorial Run
October 19th will be our Fall Color Tour.  Students will walk the 
trails and also explore the pine forest on the Education Center 
grounds.  Very special this year, our students also will participate 
in the Colin Boland Memorial Run by walking a part of the course.

The end of the month will bring our Halloween party!  Preschool 
students may dress in costume and have fun walking down a fun 
“trick-or-treat” trail!

Christ for One Another
 In kindergarten, we are working each day to be Christ for One 
Another! The changing of the seasons has made us appreciate all 
that God has blessed us with.  

Bible Stories
In religion we have been learning many bible stories including 
the Creation Story, Noah’s Ark, Jonah and the Whale and the 
Ten Commandments.  We have been discussing how we can find 
peaceful times and places to talk to God and Jesus.  

Mastering Letter, Color Words and Sequencing
In reading and phonics, we have been working hard to master 
letters and letter sounds, reading color words and sequencing 
events in a story.  Kindergarteners are enjoying working in small 
groups on reading and writing skills and even using iPads for 
practice! 

Numbers, Shapes and 
Patterns
Currently in math class we 
are working on identifying 
numbers 0-15 (writing, 
counting, sequencing), plain 
and solid shapes and patterns.  

How we “do science”
In science class we began 
the year by learning what 
science is and how we “do 
science” using proper tools 
and techniques.  We have 
had the opportunity to watch 
caterpillars grow to butterflies 
in our very own classroom 
too!  It was wonderful watching them grow and then giving them 
a happy good-bye as they flew to warmer climates! This month we 
will be learning about matter as well as discovering many things 
about pumpkins and their life cycle. 

Being Good Citizens
In social studies we are working on learning the Pledge of 
Allegiance as well as how we can be good citizens in our school, 
community  and country.  We are also learning a lot about fire 
safety this month, as well as the proper precautions for fire and 
tornado drills.  It has been a wonderful start to the school year!  



First Grade
Mrs. Kathy Biro  ~  Miss  Rachel Taylor 

Shaping Minds ~ Shaping Hearts ~ Shaping Lives

Second Grade
Miss Julie Amantea  ~ Miss Jessica Frate 

The first graders are doing a fabulous job at school! They have 
transitioned so well into first grade. We are very proud of them! 

Gods Creation
In religion we talked about God's creation, the church and the 
holy items found in the church, holy baptism and we are begin-
ning a study of the rosary for the month of October. 

Comparing Numbers
In math we have read number words, ordinal positions and 
compared numbers with greater than, less than and equal too. 
We are beginning addition and related addition facts.  

Letter Formations and Sounds
In phonics, we have reviewed all letter sounds and letter forma-
tions and are just getting into the study of digraphs, trick words 
and dictation of sentences.

Story Maps
In reading and spelling we have 
completed book one which 
included story maps, story struc-
ture, genres, characters, setting, 
adjectives, nouns and reading 
comprehension.

Solving Problems
In science the students learned 
about the five senses and inquiry 
skills. We learned how to solve a 
problem and test it out. We are in 
the middle of a unit on the study 
of engineers and man-made vs. 
natural made objects.

Community Leaders
In social studies we learned about communities, leaders, rules 
and people of the world. Keep up the great work first graders!

The second grade school year has been off to a wonderful start! We 
are so excited for what this school year has to offer.

Ten Commandments
In religion class, we have been taking a close look at the 10 Com-
mandments and really focusing on acting as Jesus would want us to 
act. 

Math Collaboration with the 4th Grade
In math, we are focusing on our addition and subtraction facts to 
make sure we are fluent as possible. Our 4th grade friends in Mrs. 
DiSanto’s class have been coming in to help us with flashcards on 
Friday afternoons. It has been such a fun experience! 

Murals of Communities
In social studies, we learned all about different communities and 
made murals of them. Students from Miss Amantea’s class and Miss 
Frate’s class were able to work together in groups to make these 
beautiful projects. In science class, we have been so excited to use 
our science kits and learn exactly what it means to be a scientist! 

Field Trip to the Holden Arboretum 
In October, we are looking forward to deepen our understanding 
of nature and plants by taking a field trip to the Holden Arbore-
tum. We are also so excited for some fall projects and celebrating 
Halloween.  

We will have some students who make their First Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation and understand the true meaning behind forgiveness. 
Second quarter will bring more exciting and fun adventures for our 
2nd graders! 



 Third Grade
Mrs. Joelle Coates ~ Miss  Alexandra Lestock

Fourth Grade
Mrs. Colleen DiSanto  ~ Ms. Theresa Matteo  

Mrs. Christine Nemecek

Nurturing Dreams

Engaging the Whole Student
Deeper learning is happening in the fourth grade classrooms at 
Notre Dame Elementary. Students are being called to learning 
that engages the whole student. Students are collaborating, creat-
ing and making connections across their curriculum. 

Pope Francis Research
For example, this month some of the fourth graders researched 
about Pope Francis as a young man. They practiced their newly 
learned skills in pre-writing and used technology to help them 
discover interesting facts about our beloved Pope. They followed 
his visit online and were able to investigate his visit geographi-
cally. As the students became ingrained in learning about Pope 
Francis they investigated pictures from the Vatican, discussed the 
church hierarchy and collaborated to find out more. The students 
will continue to learn about Pope Francis and will be creating a 
classroom book. 

Cross Curricular Learning and Collaboration
In other classes the students used similar cross curricular learning 
and collaboration as they made mobiles about our government, 
and wrote descriptive paragraphs about their bedrooms. The 
vocabulary unit developed concepts in the metric system and 
students practiced using measurement during map skills in social 
studies and applied the vocabulary to new math concepts.  The 
fourth graders are using all types of skills as they develop a love 
for learning and deeper understanding across their curriculum.

English Language Arts
The third grade is off to an amazing start! We are reading the 
book, Sarah Plain and Tall  which is about a family that longs for 
a mother.  We are creating an advertisement to go along with the 
book as well.  

Science
The third graders were all little scientists as they completed an 
experiment and lab using gummy bears.   

Recorder
Many of our students signed up to take recorder class with Sister 
Mary Donnalee, SND.  We look forward to their 1st program in 
January.

Mary, The Heavenly Mother
Third graders are learning about Mary, the Blessed Mother, by 
studying the Joyful Mysteries of the rosary. They’ve had many 
opportunities to pray the rosary during the school day and will 
continue to pray to Mary during the month of October.  

All About Rocks
Students are learning about the Earth through rocks and soil by 
sorting and comparing rocks.  Later they will learn about types of 
rocks and the rock cycle.  They made their own models of sedi-
mentary rocks using sand, gravel and glue.  Later they compared 
these models to actual sedimentary rocks that they found at 
home and were amazed by all the similarities and differences we 
found.  

Math
Third grade math class has had a busy start.  The year began with 
a review of place value concepts and practiced reading large 
numbers.  The students then reviewed addition and subtraction 
concepts.  The third graders are focusing on mastering their math 
facts before they begin to learn about multiplication and division.  



Fifth Grade
Mrs. Nicole Bukovec  ~ Mrs. Lisa Petryszyn 

Mrs. Kathleen Stefancin

Sixth Grade
Mrs. Casie Long ~ Mrs. Colleen Musial  

Mrs. Cathy Zink

Inspiring Spiritual Enlightenment

Finding Solutions through Teamwork
Math students have been busy exploring the CPM program which 
emphasizes problem-based lessons structured around a core idea. 
Representation, the focus of Chapter 1, encouraged various ways 
to represent values, including diagrams, words, manipulative 
layouts and expressions. Chapter 2, which we have just begun, 
reinforces representation with graphics, introduces generic 
rectangles and revisits area. As October begins, it is evident upon 
observation that students have mastered the roles and process of 
teamwork. Listening to them break down a problem, share ideas 
and arrive at a consensus is impressive. 

Exploring Survival Themes in Literature
The sixth graders are completing their unit about survival. It is 
based on their summer reading book, Hatchet.  As a culminating 
activity, the students became reporters for a newspaper and 
wrote an article about Brian, the main character.  Our Holocaust 
unit will begin with the novel, Number the Stars.  This novel will 
give the students the viewpoint of the Jewish people in Denmark 
during World War II.  The Boy in the Striped Pajamas will provide 
them with another viewpoint.

Collaboration with NDCL Students
Our students had the opportunity to spend time with some of the 
N.D.C.L. students this past week.  They worked in small groups to 
write an acrostic poem about creation.  The students went on a 
nature walk to observe God’s creation.  They used these images to 
compose their poems.

Scientific Explanations
Sixth graders began the year learning about the characteristics 
of science and scientific explanations. They learned to analyze 
how scientists choose their methods, develop explanations, 
and to differentiate science from pseudoscience. Students also 
learned about the tools and measurements used in scientific 
investigations. Students created data tables and represented 
their data with various graphs. We used this knowledge to make 
a real world connection by modeling the heights of the students 
in sixth grade. In preparation for the Science and Engineering 
Fair in January, students investigated how scientists plan and 
conduct scientific investigations, which are designed to address 
a specific problem or question. Students are in the process of 
designing their own investigation, including writing a hypothesis 
and designing the procedures they will use to conduct their 
investigation. 

Geography and Map Skills
In social studies students have been extending their geography 
and map skills. Students will be creating their own country and 
detailing its location, geography, climate, and physical topography. 
Students will be creating a map of their country with the same 
elements found on many maps, such as a compass rose, scale, key, 
and major physical features. 

Place Values and Decimals
The fifth graders have been learning new skills and concepts. During 
math class, activities have been centered around place value and 
decimals. Using base ten block manipulatives, the students have 
gained a deeper understanding of place value. The students interact 
with the Activboard, place value charts, task cards and learning 
strips to solve problems. A variety of methods have helped the fifth 
graders succeed in understanding place value. The fifth graders 
reinforce these math concepts while playing place value games and 
using apps on the iPads. Students are able to work at their own pace 
as instruction is differentiated.

Care for God’s Creation
In September, the students typed a paper in religion class stating a 
variety of ways that they can Care for God’s Creation. October is the 
month of the Rosary! In religion class the 5th graders will be creating 
their own rosary! The students will identify what prayer each bead 
represents. We will then pray the rosary together.

Researching NFL Team City Locations
In social studies the students just finished the Geography Unit. While 
working in small groups, the students researched the latitude and 
longitude coordinates of the NFL team city locations and plotted 
them on an enlarged map. The students also learned the locations of 
the continents, oceans, and 50 states. 

Biome Projects
In science the students are learning 
about Ecosystems! We are currently 
working on the Biome Project! In this 
project, students will be responsible 
for creating a three-dimensional, self-
sustaining environment containing both 
abiotic and biotic factors.  The students 
will use the iPads in class to research 
and will also be typing a Biome research 
paper in ELA. Another fun & hands-on 
science activity the students will be 
completing is to create a multi-tier food 
web including producers, consumers 
and decomposers. The Geauga Park District employees came to visit 
the 5th graders to teach them how to use the Binocular’s correctly. 
The students then went outside for a nature study and observed a 
variety of bird and plant species. The Geauga Park District will also 
be coming to our school later in the year during our Solar System 
Unit.

The Day of the Pelican
The fifth grade ELA classes are reading a realistic fiction novel, The
Day of the Pelican. To prepare for a better understanding of the 
characters and locations the students have completed their study on 
the geography and history of Kosovo, Serbia and Albania. They are 
gaining an appreciation for what we have in the United States. The 
events in this novel reinforce the theme of the importance of one’s 
family. 



JR. High Religion
Sr. Barbara Knuff, SND

Jr. High Math
Mrs. Wendi O’Brien

Exploring the Possibilities

Solving Math Problems in Groups
In junior high math, 7th and 8th grade students worked 
in groups to solve various math problems.  They learned 
strategies on how to be effective team members.  Students 
have an opportunity to use technology every day in math 
class with the Ipads.  Students have access to their math 
book online and their math book provides e-tools that allow 
them to make graphs, draw probability spinners and work 
with algebra tile.

Discovering Growth Patterns in Graphs
8th grade algebra students explored functions, graphs and 
slope.  They used tables and equations to draw various types 
of graphs and give descriptions of those graphs.  Real life 
situations were used to discover growth patterns in those 
graphs.  They explored the relationships of functions and 
how to solve and describe those functions.  Students looked 
at functions as a vending machine, deciding if the function 
worked properly (that is the input selected gives the proper 
output).  Students investigated slope of a line through real 
life problems of speed and races.  They learned how to 
measure the steepness of a line.

Algebra Walk - Creating Human Graphs
Both 7th and 8th grade students in course 3 discovered 
patterns, drew graphs and worked with algebraic expression.  
Students participated an ‘algebra walk’ where they created 
human graphs on a coordinate plane.  They investigated 
patterns and used those patterns to make graphs and write 
proportions.  They learned what proportional relationships 
are through real life situations.  Students used algebra 
tiles manipulative and algebra tiles on their ipads to write 
algebraic expressions, simplify algebraic expressions and 
combine like terms and compare algebraic expressions.  

Applying Real Life Situations to Explore Probability
7th graders in course 2 learned about probability, adding/
subtracting fractions, converting fractions to decimals and 
investigated integers.  Students used real life situations 
to explore probability and to perform those events.  They 
learned about theoretical and experimental probability 
and described what the probability of outcomes will look 
like (fraction, decimal, percent).  Students used equivalent 
fractions and the ‘Giant One’ to find common denominators 
to add and subtract fractions.  Students used their ipads to 
solve problems with adding integers, being able to make 
Cecil the acrobat move across a tightrope successfully!

Journaling Reflections
As the end of our first quarter comes into view, our students 
have shown evidence of real growth.  Both 7th and 8th grade 
students spend time in quiet journalling on a regular basis.  
These journal entries are sometimes imaginative and can be 
shared with the other members of the class, and sometimes 
they are very personal and meant only for the Lord and none 
other.  As far as being at home with Scripture, it is wonderful 
to see how the students have become quite confident in using 
Scripture and finding references without difficulty.  Both  7th & 
8th  graders likewise have exhibited great proficiency in memo-
rizing Scripture quotes. 

Re-enacting Gospels for a Better Understanding  
In regard to each grade level's area of concentration, 7th grade 
has explored the Gospels to locate and identify ways that Jesus 
showed himself to be totally human....(eating, getting tired, 
being disappointed, etc.)  Some of these needed deeper thought 
and were not readily recognizable.....but after discussion or 
re-enacting a scene, hopefully, students appreciated this side of 
Jesus even more.

Scripture Image Study
In the 8th grade classes, we have studied various images from 
Scripture that are meant to help us see Jesus the way He wants 
us to (Good Shepherd...Vine & Branches) or help us see the way 
Jesus wants us to relate to each other (The Body of Christ).

During the next weeks,  the boys and girls will learn more about 
the various men, women and teens who have been an inspira-
tion in the choices they have made to follow the path the Lord 
has marked for them.

May these upcoming experiences be both an enrichment and 
a tool for the daily choices of each of our own junior high boys 
and girls.



Jr. High Science
Mr. Jason Salerno

Jr. High Social Studies
Mr. Steven Cavolo

Jr. High ELA 
(english Language Arts)

Mrs. Kelly Stefanek

Encouraging Excellence

Earth Science
Both 7th and 8th grade classes have completed their first units of 
the year which were accompanied by many interesting projects. The 
7th grade students started the year off with the earth, moon, sun 
relationship, while the 8th grade students began with the earth’s 
surface. The 7th grade topics ranged from the reasons for the sea-
sons, phases of the moon and tides. Grade 8 learned about different 
agents of erosion, topographic maps and different tools used to gain 
images of earth from both within and outside of earth’s atmosphere. 

Science Fair and Science Olympiad
Upcoming events for science are heavily related to Science Fair 
and Science Olympiad. We are currently entering our third week of 
Science Olympiad practices and every student in the junior high now 
has an approved science fair topic and approved research paper top-
ic for our Science and Engineering Fair which will be held in January.

Figurative Language Study
Currently, seventh graders are focusing on figurative language:  
simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, alliteration, 
oxymoron, hyperbole, cliché, understatement and idiom.  We 
explored figurative language present in pop culture such as 
commercials, television, music videos, books and more.  The 7th 
grade will begin a new novel, Where the Red Fern Grows, and 
cite examples of figurative language and explain its meaning in 
correlation with the plot.  In addition, the seventh grade will learn 
about characterization and setting through the use of the novel. 
Seventh grade is continuing to work on descriptive writing:  ways 
to self-edit and choose more sophisticated language.  We will 
also continue to work with our Scope magazine published from 
Scholastic News.  We have read about sweat shops in Bangladesh 
and worked with text features such as titles, subheadings, photos, 
captions, charts and maps that the authors use to bring attention 
to important details.  

Creating “Frozen Actors Scenes”
Eighth graders recently completed their novel, The Outsiders.  
Classes prepared a Socratic seminar and the student-to-
student discussions with textual evidence that took place were 
sophisticated and detailed.  The fishbowl style seminar allowed 
students to be observers/evaluators one day and participants of 
the discussion the other day.  The eighth graders also completed 
a “frozen actors scene” from The Outsiders.  Each 8th grader 
dressed as a character and froze in action.  A narrator described 
the scene and highlighted its importance to the plot.  In addition, 
the groups described the reason for choosing this scene.  The 
culmination of The Outsiders will be with a final written exam that 
explores the students’ abilities to draw upon their knowledge in an 
unconventional way. The eighth graders are also finishing up their 
speeches.  Each speaker has given the audience a personal view 
into his/her life. Everyone in the junior high is working hard as this 
first quarter is winding down.

Ancient Greece
In social studies our 7th graders are finishing their study of Ancient 
Greece.  Students examined the geography of Greece, the setup of 
city-states and the lasting legacy Greece’s government has on our 
own society.  In addition, we studied Greek mythology, the Persian 
Wars, Peloponnesian Wars and how Alexander the Great helped 
spread Greek culture.  Our next area of focus will be Ancient Rome.

European Exploration and Colonization
The 8th graders began the year by studying European Exploration 
and Colonization.  The students discussed the main motivations for 
Europeans to explore and colonize America.  After that students 
looked at which early colonies succeeded and which ones failed.  
Next in class we will be looking at the causes of the Revolutionary 
War beginning with Enlightenment, the Great Awakening and the 
French and Indian War.



Computer
Mrs. Juli O’Connell

Building Foundations for Tomorrow’s future

Library
Mrs. Sabrina Mysyk ~ Mrs. Susan Hayward

Kid Pix Works of Art
Our kindergarteners have just started using Kid Pix creating works 
of art using a variety of virtual media — from oil paints and cray-
ons, collages and so much more! It encourages the children to 
learn mouse skills  and how to operate a computer program while 
having lots of fun in creativity. 

Creating a Word Map 
Our first and second graders just finished creating a word map in 
Kidspiration, using words and pictures to tell a story about them-
selves and the life of a monarch butterfly. 

Desktop Publishing 
The third graders have just read a story about Johnny Appleseed 
and have recently created a Word document, typing a paragraph 
about the story, inserting border art and also pictures into their 
document. 

Pikachu Creations with Excel
The fourth graders are being introduced to MS Excel and are learn-
ing how to setup a spreadsheet and are having a blast creating a 
picture of Pikachu along the way. 

Web Maps Using Inspiration
The fifth graders have just finished researching  bodies of water. 
Now they are taking that information and creating a web map 
using Inspiration. It is so nice to see that many students are ac-
cessing their private student portals and assignments on their new 
accounts. 

Science Fair Resources
The sixth, seventh and eighth grade have reviewed a few things 
to prepare for the Science Fair. They used http://www.bibme.org/
mla to create a Bibliography, and https://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/
createagraph to create a graph. They reviewed the basics of 
formatting a document in Word. They also reviewed how to save a 
PDF, crop a screen capture, and set margins and tabs, orientation, 
border art and so much more. 

STAR  Reading Tests
When the students returned from summer vacation, the NDES 
library came alive with excitement and activity.   All students 
have been given their reading zones based on the  results of 
the STAR reading tests.  

Finding your Reading Zone
Students in third through fifth grade are becoming AR experts 
and learning how to find their reading zones. All students 
and parents can find their reading zone by logging into the 
AR program and clicking on the progress tab. Using the 
classroom ipads, they also learned where to locate the books 
they already took tests on by going to the bookshelf tab.  
Students practiced how to bring up the AR program on the 
HomeConnect website.  Of course no tests can be taken at 
home but all other info is available at:
Hosted221.renlearn.com/707976/Homeconnect/Login.aspx

Put a Hold on Your Favorite Book through the Web
The students also learned that the NDES library program is 
web based which means that the library collection can be 
accessed from home. Wow! Book holds can be easily placed 
but remember: 2 per customer please. 
 The web address is: ndes.follettdestiny.com.

Library Time at the Preschool
Preschool students have enjoyed the weekly visits from Mrs. 
Sabrina Mysyk who reads stories and teaches them library 
skills.  The students recently learned to dance the Hokey 
Pokey when Mrs. Mysyk concentrated on "movement" done in 
coordination with the preschool curriculum.  Mrs. Mysyk also 
read Strega Nona to the youngsters and they made magical 
pasta pots together. 
 
Birthday Books
Please remember you can still purchase a Birthday Book for 
your student(s). Please see the NDES homepage for the form. 
What a great way to celebrate the day!



Music
Mrs. Mery Tomsick

collaborating ~  Cooperating ~ Creating

ART
Mrs. Mary Gilbert

Making Color Wheels
Kindergarten learned about primary and secondary colors and 
made their own color wheel. 

Symmetry with Butterflies
First grade is learning about symmetry and making beautiful 
butterflies. 

Clay Pumpkin Plates
Second grade just made some clay pumpkin plates and will begin 
glazing after they are fired. 

Oil Pastels and Ink
Third grade are making birch tree forests using oil pastels and ink. 
Fourth grade are making complimentary grids.  Fifth grade made 
optical illusion art. Sixth grade is working on 2 point perspective. 

Photography Field Trip
Seventh grade just learned about photography and took a field 
trip to the West Side Market to put their knowledge to use. 
Eighth grade is learning how to draw eyes, noses and lips so they 
can begin portrait drawing.  

Art to Remember
K-5 participated in Art to Remember.  The forms will be going 
home soon – it is a great way to have your child’s art displayed 
on various items like cups, phone cases and much more. If you 
decide to order, the items are usually shipped in November. 

Volunteers Needed
We are always looking for help in our Art class.  Our beautiful art 
projects will be up for Auction at our NDES Benefit on February 
20th and we will need some help transporting them to the fram-
ers and help with creating them in Art class.

We are off to a great start in music class!  The students have 
been making joyful noise at our first all-school Masses and 
prayer services and add to their knowledge of liturgical music 
with each class gathering.  

Patriotic Songs in the Primary Grades
Students in kindergarten, first and second grade are doing a 
great job in music class!  We began the year learning patriotic 
songs including “America the Beautiful” (with sign language), 
“You’re a Grand, Old Flag” and “This Land is Your Land.”  
Additional lessons included songs about farm animals and 
dancing to “The Chicken Dance” and “The Hokey Pokey.”  As 
Halloween approaches, musical themes will include spooky song 
selections and a focus on musical opposites.

Focus on Beat and Rhythm
Students in grades 3 and 4 began the year with “Jambo,” a 
musical greeting from Ghana with primary focus on beat and 
rhythm.  Lessons also included the use of listening maps to 
Khachaturian’s “Sabre Dance” and Haydn’s “Surprise Symphony.” 
Additionally, students completed work on note identification, 
pitch and melodic direction.

Vocal Techniques and Vocal Registers
Students in grades 5 and 6 enjoyed learning about musicians 
Stevie Wonder and Bobby McFerrin and their often unusual use 
of vocal technique and vocal registers.  To celebrate Constitution 
Day, they sang “The Bill of Rights Rag” and a mini musical 
“Shhh We’re Writing the Constitution.”  Students also provided 
percussion accompaniment to Appalachian folk melodies. 

Music Appreciation and Lyric Analysis
Junior high classes began the school year with an introduction 
to music appreciation and lyric analysis.  The first take home 
music assignment, “Music as a Social Force” focused on the idea 
that throughout history people have used music as a powerful 
tool for social change and the idea that musicians have entered 
debates by spreading messages of revolution, protest and 
empowerment through musical styles as diverse as folk, rock and 
soul. 



Engaging hands on activities

STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering & Math)

Mrs. Halle Davis

Challenge
Mrs. Debbie Mulhall

Self Propelled Boats
To get ourselves in the engineering mindset, students in 
grades 5th – 8th began the school year with the same chal-
lenge:  To design a self-propelled boat that will travel the 
furthest.  Initially the challenge was individualized by grade; 
however, it quickly became apparent that just designing the 
self-propelling mechanism alone was enough of a challenge! 
Students recorded their design process in their engineering 
notebooks and tested their prototypes last week.  Congrat-
ulations are given to Charlie Stevens and Ryley Stefanek the 
overall school winners with their boat traveling 70 centime-
ters!

Electricity and Circuits
Fourth graders are in the STEM room this quarter and we 
have had an enLIGHTening start!  Our focus is on electricity, 
how it changes form, what it travels through and how to 
slow it down.  Students have created circuits, switches and 
even a model of a resistor.  For the remainder of the quarter 
we will be working in small groups; researching Ohio Inven-
tors, diagraming circuits and soldering components in our 
unique flashlight project.

Do you have a twitter account?  Follow our classroom hap-
penings @NDES_STEM.  
  

Entrepreneurship
The 3rd grade challenge students are learning about Entre-
preneurship, specifically, Milton Hershey.  They will eventu-
ally get the chance to be an Entrepreneur by creating a New 
and Improved Candy Bar!

“Chocolate Economics”
The 4th grade challenge students are participating in a "Choc-
olate Economics"  Unit.  The students have to find the mean, 
median, mode, of snack sized bags of candy.  They have to 
calculate the percentage of colors in each package and con-
vert numbers into decimals and fractions.  They have been 
having a "sweet" time learning about these processess.  They 
will eventually use their knowledge, gained from this unit, to 
package snack bags of candy for their classes.

Electoral Process
The 5th grade challenge students are learning about the Elec-
toral Process and creating a power point presentation using 
Prezi.com.

Scientific Method Stories
The 6th grade students just published books on Storybird.
com regarding The Scientific Method.

Creating Brochures for Cleveland
The 7th graders are creating brochures of places to visit in 
Cleveland, for the visitors of the Republican National Conven-
tion.

Creating Public Service Announcements
The 8th grade students are using the iMovie app to create a 
Public Service Announcement for a presidential candidate of 
their choice.  



Physical 
Education

Miss Kayla O’Brien

Integrating technology across curriculum

Enrichment
Sr. Barbara Soplata, SND

Locomotor Skills and Hand Eye Coordination
This month the primary grade level students (K-2) have been 
working on a variety of skills. The main focus of this unit is the 
locomotor movements along with hand eye coordination. The 
locomotor movements focused on many different ways to travel, 
such as running, jumping, skipping, hopping, leaping, galloping, 
sliding and dodging. The students’ favorite game of this section 
was Bandana Tag. The hand eye coordination focused on catching 
and throwing objects. The students showed amazing growth and 
strength in these areas. Two favorite games they played in class 
were Protect the Castle and Ice Cream Scooper. I encourage you to 
ask your children about these games and possibly play the games 
with them!

Flag Football
The students in the grades 3-8 finished up flag football last week. 
All the students were instructed from the basics (proper throwing 
and catching techniques) to more advanced (running routes and 
positions). The students did such an amazing job for the first unit 
of the year and for having a new teacher. We played many different 
games in this unit such as: Flicker Ball, Invade and Conquer, and 
Capture the Flag. Flag football is a game that many people of all 
ages play throughout their lifetime. I hope the students enjoyed it 
as much as I did playing with them, and they continue to practice 
flag football.

Next Unit
The next unit that we will be focusing on for K-2 is Parachute, while 
in 3-8 we will be conducting the Presidential Fitness Tests. I would 
like to thank all the students and parents for making my transition 
into Notre Dame Elementary so warming and memorable.

Miracle of Monarchs
In August and September, NDES students enjoyed raising 
beautiful Monarch butterflies. Our milkweed, butterfly bush 
habitat by the NDES school lunchroom provided a great place 
for mother Monarchs. In a few days, we found several with small 
white Monarch eggs. Students were able to view the tiny eggs 
and watch them develop into caterpillars. The caterpillars grew 
quickly devouring milkweed leaves. After ten days, they went 
into their chrysalis stage. Students waited patiently, as they 
developed into butterflies. Every chrysalis hatched successfully! 
After a few days living in big jars with flowers, students released 
the Monarchs. Now they have begun their long migration 
journey to Mexico. They should arrive there by Thanksgiving. 

Canopy Walkway
Students have also enjoyed the beauties of nature by learning 
about the Holden Arboretum. A wonderful “Canopy Walkway” 
and “Sky Tower” have been constructed there during the sum-
mer. The suspended walkway enables you to stroll up into the 
trees and view nature from within the tree branches. From the 
top of the “Sky Tower” you can catch a view of Lake Erie! This 
might be a wonderful family destination for fall leaf trips.
September 27th provided all of the USA with an unusual total 
super moon lunar eclipse called the Blood Moon. Some areas 
had great viewing and others had clouds blocking part of the 
view. Here at NDES, the total super moon lunar eclipse was 
visible for about one hour and then clouds blocked the final part. 
Students enjoyed learning about this eclipse and many were able 
to view it completely from their house. It will be a long wait until 
the next one. The next total super moon lunar eclipse will not be 
until 2033! 



Partnering with Parents

Spiritual 
Development

Sr. Carol Marek, SND

One word that comes to mind to describe our spiritual journey 
this year would be “Celebration.” Our celebration of God’s 
goodness began on August 17th as the faculty and staff gathered 
in the auditorium for our official welcome back from Sister 
Jacquelyn Gusdane, President and Mrs. Barbara Doering, 
Principal .  This was followed by a beautiful reflection by Rev. 
Thomas Weber on the Eucharist – Being Christ for Others. The 
afternoon saw Sister Joanne Keppler giving a reflection on the 
“Place of the Teacher in the Educational Heritage of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame.” The day ended with a special prayer service led by 
Sister Carol.

On Thursday, August 27th, our school gathered for the first 
time as a school family to celebrate the launching of our school 
theme for the year: Christ for One Another. During the service, 
representatives from each homeroom were called up to receive 
a picture of Christ as well as a copy of the poem, “Christ has No 
Body on Earth But Yours” which you can see displayed in the 
front of each homeroom and office.

Our celebrations continued on September 10th with our opening 
school Mass and continued on October 2nd as the third grade 
led us in celebrating our Guardian Angels. During this Mass, 18 
of our students were inducted as officers and representatives of 
our student council. It was touching to watch them holding their 
lighted candles while pledging service and commitment to Notre 
Dame and the student body.

The next day found us celebrating LIFE and God’s creatures as 
we held rain or shine our traditional Pet Blessing!  And rain it 
did – as Deacon Vince Belsito and Sister Carol introduced the first 
Pet Blessing Drive Thru ever!!!! Again proving that rain or shine, 
in good times and not so good times – God’s goodness is always 
present!

Spanish
Mrs. Romina Berardinelli

¿Qué esta pasando en la clase de Español? 
What is happening in Spanish Class?

Kindergarten - First Grade
Kindergarten and first graders started the year learning greet-
ings and courtesy expressions in Spanish. We are now working 
on classroom objects.  What they love most is to sing along with 
Professor Parrot’s song “Como te llamas?”  Second graders are 
learning weather expressions, months of the year and writing 
simple sentences.

Third - Fourth Grade
Third graders are reviewing material from last year such as class-
room objects, animals, months of the year and clothing items. 
Fourth graders are learning fruits and different kind of foods.  The 
students will be creating a menu in Spanish, where they will name 
and price the food items. We will be using the menu in a small 
play in the next few weeks.

Fifth - Sixth Grade
Fifth graders are learning to use more complex greetings, to ask 
people their names and introduce themselves, to talk about how 
they feel, to name different objects and people in the classroom, 
and to use numbers to do everyday things. Six graders are review-
ing animals from last year, learning to identify different animals 
and to describe their favorite animal applying Spanish grammar 
rules. 

Seventh - Eighth Grade
Seven graders are reviewing different kinds of weather and to 
name their favorite season. Also, they are learning how to tell 
their likes and dislikes. Eighth graders are learning to identify and 
describe clothing and ask opinions about how clothing fits. We 
are also memorizing useful phrases to use during class. Ask them 
about them! 



NDES Athletic boosters

Thank you to all who supported our student athletes at the 
Night at the Races.

ND Parent 
Association

Erin Gaugler
Marie Szczyglowski

Get Involved!
Our next NDPA Monthly Meeting will be held on Thursday,  
November 5th at 7:00PM.  We look forward to seeing you.

School Directory
Julie Oppenlander is busy working on our school directories.  The 
directories should be available by the end of October.  In the mean 
time,  you can access the school directory online through the 
PlusPortals by clicking his or her name at the upper-right corner 
of the portal, and then clicking Directory Listing. Parents can then 
choose whether or not to list themselves in the directory and 
which information fields they want to share with other parents and 
contacts in the directory.   Because of privacy issues, a parent must 
manually enable this feature if they want to be listed.  

Past Events
Thank you to Amy Cardillo and her team of volunteers for  a fantastic 
New Family Wine and Dessert Night

Upcoming Events
Donuts with Dads  - October 16th

Jr. High Halloween Dance - October 22nd from 6-9 pm
Open to all 6th, 7th and 8th grade students

Teacher Conference Dinners - November 10th & 11th 

Christmas Boutique - December 9th

Please Join us for the Christmas Luncheon
December 3rd from 9:30 - 2:00 at the LaMalfa Centre
For ticket information, please visit the following link:

https://goo.gl/DG2xmO

Partnering with Parents

Register for 2015 Winter Sports

 Basketball and Cheerleading Signups
 http://sports.bluesombrero.com/ndesbasketball

Wrestling Signups
http://ccdocle.org/program/cyo-wrestling



Congratulations Student Council


